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RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING EXECUTION OF STANDARD FIRE SERVICES
AGREEMENTS WITH BEESON CROSS ROADS FIRE AND RESCUE, INC., BELEWS

CREEK VOLUNTEER FIRE AND RESCUE DEPARTMENT, INC.,THE LEWISVILLE
VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT, INC.,THE PINEY GROVE VOLUNTEER FIRE

AND RESCUE DEPARTMENT, INC., AND UNION CROSS FIRE-RESCUE OF
FORSYTH COUNTY, INC., AND AMENDING STANDARD FIRE SERVICES

AGREEMENTS WITH THE CLEMMONS FIRE DEPARTMENT, INC., GRIFFITH
VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT, INC., GUMTREE FIRE & RESCUE, INC.,

HORNEYTOWN VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT OF FORSYTH COUNTY, INC.,
MINERAL SPRINGS VOLUNTEER FIRE AND RESCUE, INC., OLD RICHMOND
VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT AND RESCUE SQUAD, INC., THE SALEM

CHAPEL VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT, INC., VIENNA VOLUNTEER FIRE
DEPARTMENT, INC., AND WALKERTOWN FIRE DEPARTMENT, INCORPORATED,

TO ALLOW GREATER PAID OR UNPAID VOLUNTEER FIRE FIGHTER
PARTICIPATION ON THEIR RESPECTIVE GOVERNING BOARDS

WHEREAS Forsyth County contracts with volunteer and municipal fire departments to
provide fire services in Forsyth County excluding areas within the municipal limits of
Kernersville, Rural Hall, Walkertown, King, High Point, and Winston-Salem;

WHEREAS an updated, standardized agreement that is consistent with evolving laws
and the needs and growth of the County has been provided to municipalities and volunteer not-
for-profit corporations that provide fire protection in the service area excluding the municipal
limits of Kernersville, Rural Hall, Walkertown, King, High Point, and Winston-Salem, and the
following departments have executed, are operating, and are being compensated under the
updated, standardized agreement:

 The Clemmons Fire Department, Inc.
 Griffith Volunteer Fire Department, Inc.
 Gumtree Fire & Rescue, Inc.
 Horneytown Volunteer Fire Department of Forsyth County, Inc.
 City of King, NC
 Mineral Springs Volunteer Fire and Rescue, Inc.
 Old Richmond Volunteer Fire Department and Rescue Squad, Inc.
 Town of Rural Hall, NC
 The Salem Chapel Volunteer Fire Department, Inc.
 Vienna Volunteer Fire Department, Inc.
 Walkertown Fire Department, Incorporated

WHEREASthe updated, standardized agreement requires that eachvolunteer fire
department have an independent governing board, consistent with Internal Revenue Service
regulations;

WHEREASthe County believes an independent governing board would be free of any
perceived conflict of interest or self-dealing and thattaxpayers, when informed and engaged, are
more than capable of rendering judicious decisions beneficial to their respective



communitiesregarding fire service while recognizing thatnon-profit volunteer fire department
corporations rely on volunteers, who can be difficult to recruit; and

WHEREAS departments that have not alreadyexecuted the updated, standardized
agreement have had the opportunity to relay theirconcerns directly to a subcommittee of Forsyth
County Commissioners appointed by the entire body and, based upon these conversations, the
standard fire services agreement has been updated to reflect these concerns;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Forsyth County Board of
Commissioners that the Chairman, the County Manager, and the Clerk to the Board are hereby
authorized to execute the attached updated, standard fire services agreement with Beeson Cross
Roads Fire and Rescue, Inc., Belews Creek Volunteer Fire and Rescue Department, Inc., The
Lewisville Volunteer Fire Department, Inc., The Piney Grove Volunteer Fire and Rescue
Department, Inc., and Union Cross Fire-Rescue of Forsyth County, Inc.;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, by the Forsyth County Board of Commissioners that
the County Manager is authorized to make payments through January 31, 2021,pursuant to the
fire services contracts withBeeson Cross Roads Fire and Rescue, Inc., Belews Creek Volunteer
Fire and Rescue Department, Inc., The Lewisville Volunteer Fire Department, Inc., The Piney
Grove Volunteer Fire and Rescue Department, Inc., and Union Cross Fire-Rescue of Forsyth
County, Inc. to facilitate their governing boards meetingto amend their respective by-laws; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, by the Forsyth County Board of Commissioners
thatSection 13of the agreements with The Clemmons Fire Department, Inc., Griffith Volunteer
Fire Department, Inc., Gumtree Fire & Rescue, Inc., Horneytown Volunteer Fire Department of
Forsyth County, Inc., Mineral Springs Volunteer Fire and Rescue, Inc., Old Richmond Volunteer
Fire Department and Rescue Squad, Inc., The Salem Chapel Volunteer Fire Department, Inc.,
Vienna Volunteer Fire Department, Inc., and Walkertown Fire Department, Incorporated,is
hereby amended to allow up to 49% of their governing board membership to consist of unpaid or
paid volunteer firefighters making less than $5,000 annually, although all departments are
encouraged and expected to maximize independent, non-firefighter board membership
participation.

Adopted this 17thday of December 2020.



NORTH CAROLINA )       

   )              AGREEMENT 

FORSYTH COUNTY ) 

 

  

THIS AGREEMENT, made and entered into this the 1st day of January, 2021, by and 

between FORSYTH COUNTY, hereinafter referred to as the “County”, and BEESON CROSS 

ROADS FIRE AND RESCUE, INC., hereinafter referred to as the “Fire Department”; 

W I T N E S S E T H: 

 WHEREAS N.C.G.S. §153A-233 provides that counties may provide for fire protection in a 

fire protection district by contracting with any incorporated volunteer fire department; 

 WHEREAS Chapter 159 of the North Carolina General Statutes provides that the county 

budget ordinance may be in any form that the board of county commissioners of any county deems 

most efficient in enabling it to make the fiscal policy decisions embodied therein and provides for a 

separate fund (the “District Fund”) for each special district whose taxes are collected by the county; 

 WHEREAS the Fire Department is a nonprofit corporation organized and authorized to 

furnish fire protection and ambulance and rescue services (“Fire Services”) to the citizens of its 

district; 

 WHEREAS, under the terms of this agreement, the Fire Department will provide Fire 

Services to the areas of the Beeson Crossroads Rural Fire Protection District, Beeson Crossroads 

Service District, and Triangle Rural Fire Protection District created under the provisions of Article 

3A of Chapter 69 and Article 16 of Chapter 153A of the North Carolina General Statutes and shall 

collectively be known as the “District”; 

 WHEREAS Forsyth County will levy and collect a special tax (the “District Tax”) and will 

be responsible for appropriating the funds derived therefrom for Fire Services in the District; and 

 WHEREAS the County and the Fire Department desire to enter into this agreement for the 

Fire Department to furnish Fire Services within the District; 
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 NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the premises and of other good and valuable 

considerations, the parties hereto contract and agree as follows: 

 1. Forsyth County agrees that it will provide funds from the District Tax which is levied 

in such amount as the Forsyth County Board of Commissioners (the “Board of Commissioners”) may 

deem necessary from year to year in the District.  The County will collect the funds from the District 

as may be levied as provided by law.  For each fiscal year, the funds estimated to be provided from 

the District shall be based on the needs projected in the budget estimate jointly submitted by the Fire 

Department and the County Manager to the Board of Commissioners and approved by and deemed 

necessary by the Board of Commissioners for furnishing Fire Services within the District. 

2. The County shall maintain the District Fund to hold funds collected as a result of the 

District Tax. 

3. The funds collected from the District Tax shall be paid to the Fire Department as 

agreed to by the Fire Department and the Forsyth County Manager.  Payments shall not exceed the 

net amount of funds collected, after deducting expenses of collection, from the District Tax and shall 

not exceed the amount budgeted by the Board of Commissioners in the particular fiscal year for Fire 

Services within the District. 

4. The Fire Department shall furnish adequate Fire Services within the District and shall 

provide the equipment, personnel, water, and all other resources necessary for furnishing Fire 

Services in the District.  The services shall be in accordance with minimum standards set forth by the 

Forsyth County Fire Marshal and the North Carolina Department of Insurance.  The Fire Department 

shall provide workers’ compensation insurance coverage applicable to all Fire Department personnel, 

regardless of status, at least to the extent required by law.  The Fire Department shall furnish Fire 

Services without charge to all persons and property located in the District.  Funds shall not be used 

for salaries except to the extent budgeted by the County for that fiscal year. 
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5. Funds shall not be used for the subcontracting of Fire Services, unless:  (1) there is an 

area (the “Subcontracted Area”) within the District which is in a fire insurance district served by 

another fire department (the “Alternate Fire Department”), (2) the Alternate Fire Department agrees 

to serve the Subcontracted Area in exchange for the funds collected from the District Tax for the 

Subcontracted Area, (3) the written proposal for the subcontracting of such service, approved by the 

Governing Boards of the Fire Department and Alternate Fire Department,  is submitted to the County 

Manager in writing no later than March 1 for service to begin July 1 of that same year, and (4) the 

Board of Commissioners, in its sole discretion as to approval or denial, approves such proposal.   

6. All funds paid to the Fire Department by the County shall be used exclusively to 

provide Fire Services within the District, except for services provided for mutual aid responses. 

7. The County may inspect all the books and records of the Fire Department at any time 

it shall desire.  The Fire Department shall further provide such additional information as the County 

may reasonably request from time to time.  The Fire Department agrees that it will supply such 

records, information or verification relating to expenditures of the funds or the operations of the Fire 

Department as may reasonably be requested by the County, including but not limited to service 

records and reports, rosters, corporation documents, lists of officers and board members.  The Fire 

Department shall maintain a written accounting system which provides adequate documentation of 

all of its receipts and disbursements including those related to the funds subject to this agreement.  

The Fire Department further agrees to subject itself to the provisions of Article 33C of Chapter 143 

of the North Carolina General Statutes, entitled “Meetings of Public Bodies,” to the same extent as 

the County. 

8. The Fire Department shall have an audit report performed annually by a certified 

public accountant of all its funds, and as soon as such auditor’s report becomes available to the Fire 

Department, but no later than six months following the close of each fiscal year, a copy shall be 

submitted to the County Chief Financial Officer and the County Fire Marshal. 
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9. In the event of the termination of this agreement, the discontinuance of the Fire 

Department providing Fire Services within the District, the dissolution or merger of the Fire 

Department, or the Fire Department’s failure to continue to render the Fire Services to the District as 

provided in this agreement, the Fire Department shall convey to the County or to such successor 

organization as the County may designate all of the assets of the Fire Department, subject to any 

liens against said property, to be used for providing fire protection and ambulance and rescue 

services within the District or as otherwise provided by law.  Notwithstanding anything to the 

contrary herein, if the Fire Department dissolves, and the Fire Department assigns this Agreement to 

the Town of Kernersville, and the Town of Kernersville provides fire protection services for the 

District, then the Fire Department may transfer all of its property to the Town of Kernersville, 

provided that such property will revert to the County, upon consent of the County, if the Town of 

Kernersville discontinues providing fire protection services for the District. 

10. The Fire Department shall use the funds subject to this agreement in accordance with 

the annual Budget of the funds, which is approved and adopted by the Board of Commissioners, 

which budget is incorporated automatically herein by reference each year.  No change or alteration in 

the amount of the total Budget, with the exception of changes due to the receipt of funds from parties 

other than the County or the District, may be made without the express approval of the Board of 

Commissioners.  The Budget detail may be amended with the approval of the County Manager, 

within the funds made available by this agreement.  The Fire Department shall discharge its 

obligations hereunder in a timely manner. 

11. The Fire Department shall use its best efforts to maintain its current rating or better 

with the North Carolina Department of Insurance and shall maintain its present nonprofit corporation 

status pursuant to Chapter 55A of the North Carolina General Statutes.  The Fire Department shall 

continuously comply with all applicable laws, ordinances, and regulations.  The bylaws of the Fire 

Department shall have reasonable provisions enabling citizens of the District to participate in the 
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affairs of the Fire Department.  Any changes to the bylaws or articles of incorporation shall be 

forwarded to the County within 10 days of the change. 

12. The term “Capital Property” is defined as any land, building, structure, or fire 

apparatus, as defined by NFPA 1901 (2016 ed.), with value in excess of $10,000.  The Fire 

Department shall not purchase, lease, construct, design, finance, mortgage, or enter into any contract 

for the acquisition or disposition of Capital Property, until after (1) the Fire Department has 

submitted a written proposal for such transaction involving Capital Property to the Board of 

Commissioners, and (2) the Board of Commissioners, in its sole discretion as to approval or denial, 

has approved such Capital Property transaction.  With the exception of an emergency, the approval of 

all such Capital Property transactions shall be included in the Board of Commissioners’ annual 

approval of the budget for the Fire Department. 

13. Pursuant to federal and state law, the Governing Board of the Fire Department is an 

independent board overseeing the operation of the Fire Department and setting its strategy and 

direction.  The Fire Department serves all of the citizens in its District, and its Governing Board 

should represent the diverse interests, experience, and expertise of its community members.  The 

Governing Board of the Fire Department shall consist of at least seven voting members. By July 1, 

2023, no more than forty-nine percent of such board members may be volunteer firefighters serving 

the Fire Department.  No employee of the Fire Department may serve as a member of the Governing 

Board, with the exception that the Fire Department Chief may serve ex officio as a nonvoting 

member.  For the purposes of this Section, firefighters receiving no more than $5,000 annually from 

the Fire Department shall be considered volunteer firefighters and shall not be considered Fire 

Department employees. 

14. This agreement shall become effective January 1, 2021, and, subject to the continued 

legal existence of the District, shall continue from fiscal year to fiscal year in accordance with the 

annual Budget adopted by the Forsyth County Board of Commissioners for providing Fire Services 
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within the District to the extent that funds are appropriated to continue this agreement.  

Notwithstanding anything to the contrary herein, in order to ensure that this Agreement is consistent 

with evolving laws and the needs and growth of the County, this Agreement shall terminate no later 

than June 30, 2025. 

15. This agreement may not be transferred or assigned by the Fire Department without 

the written consent of the County, which may be granted or denied at the sole discretion of the 

County.  Notwithstanding anything to the contrary herein, the Fire Department may assign this 

Agreement to the Town of Kernersville, if the Fire Department and the Town of Kernersville comply 

with the conditions set forth in Section 9. 
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16. Notice.  All notices permitted or required to be given by one party to the other 

party shall be addressed and delivered in writing as follows: 

 

For the County: 

J. Dudley Watts, County Manager 

Forsyth County Government Center 

201 N. Chestnut Street 

Winston-Salem, NC 27101 

 

For the Provider: 

Jerry Grubbs, Board President 

Beeson Cross Roads Fire & Rescue Inc. 

1105 Old Salem Road 

Kernersville, NC 27284 

 
17. This Agreement shall be governed by the laws of the North Carolina, except that 

provisions regarding conflict of laws shall not apply.  The venue for any legal proceeding shall 

be in Forsyth County, North Carolina.  This Agreement shall supersede all prior agreements 

between the parties.  No action or failure to act by the County shall constitute a waiver of any of 

its rights or remedies or as approval or acquiescence in a breach thereunder, except as may be 

specifically agreed in writing.  This agreement is intended for the benefit of the County and the 

Fire Department and not for any other party.  If any provision of this Agreement shall be 

unenforceable, the remainder of the Agreement shall be enforceable to the extent allowed by law. 
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IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, the County has caused this instrument to be executed by the 

Chairman of the Board of County Commissioners, attested by the Clerk to the Board of County 

Commissioners, and the County Seal affixed thereto; and the Fire Department has caused this 

instrument to be signed in its name by its President, attested by its Secretary, and its corporate seal 

hereto affixed, all by authorization of its Board of Directors duly given. 

 

FORSYTH COUNTY 

 

      By:_________________________________ 

 Attest:            Chairman-Board of Commissioners 

 

 

_________________________________ 

Clerk to the Board 

 

 (SEAL)     

      BEESON CROSS ROADS FIRE & RESCUE, INC. 

 

 

Attest: 

By:_________________________________ 

 President      

_____________________________ 

Secretary 

 

(SEAL) 



NORTH CAROLINA )       

   )              AGREEMENT 

FORSYTH COUNTY ) 

 

  

THIS AGREEMENT, made and entered into this the 1st day of January, 2021, by and 

between FORSYTH COUNTY, hereinafter referred to as the “County”, and the BELEWS CREEK 

VOLUNTEER FIRE AND RESCUE DEPARTMENT, INC, hereinafter referred to as the “Fire 

Department”; 

W I T N E S S E T H: 

 WHEREAS N.C.G.S. §153A-233 provides that counties may provide for fire protection in a 

fire protection district by contracting with any incorporated volunteer fire department; 

 WHEREAS Chapter 159 of the North Carolina General Statutes provides that the county 

budget ordinance may be in any form that the board of county commissioners of any county deems 

most efficient in enabling it to make the fiscal policy decisions embodied therein and provides for a 

separate fund (the “District Fund”) for each special district whose taxes are collected by the county; 

 WHEREAS the Fire Department is a nonprofit corporation organized and authorized to 

furnish fire protection and ambulance and rescue services (“Fire Services”) to the citizens of its 

district; 

 WHEREAS, under the terms of this agreement, the Fire Department will provide Fire 

Services to the area of a rural fire protection district created under the provisions of Article 3A of 

Chapter 69 of the North Carolina General Statutes known as the Belews Creek Fire District (the 

“District”); 

 WHEREAS Forsyth County will levy and collect a special tax (the “District Tax”) and will 

be responsible for appropriating the funds derived therefrom for Fire Services in the District; and 

 WHEREAS the County and the Fire Department desire to enter into this agreement for the 

Fire Department to furnish Fire Services within the District; 
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 NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the premises and of other good and valuable 

considerations, the parties hereto contract and agree as follows: 

 1. Forsyth County agrees that it will provide funds from the District Tax which is levied 

in such amount as the Forsyth County Board of Commissioners (the “Board of Commissioners”) may 

deem necessary from year to year in the District.  The County will collect the funds from the District 

as may be levied as provided by law.  For each fiscal year, the funds estimated to be provided from 

the District shall be based on the needs projected in the budget estimate jointly submitted by the Fire 

Department and the County Manager to the Board of Commissioners and approved by and deemed 

necessary by the Board of Commissioners for furnishing Fire Services within the District. 

2. The County shall maintain the District Fund to hold funds collected as a result of the 

District Tax. 

3. The funds collected from the District Tax shall be paid to the Fire Department as 

agreed to by the Fire Department and the Forsyth County Manager.  Payments shall not exceed the 

net amount of funds collected, after deducting expenses of collection, from the District Tax and shall 

not exceed the amount budgeted by the Board of Commissioners in the particular fiscal year for Fire 

Services within the District. 

4. The Fire Department shall furnish adequate Fire Services within the District and shall 

provide the equipment, personnel, water, and all other resources necessary for furnishing Fire 

Services in the District.  The services shall be in accordance with minimum standards set forth by the 

Forsyth County Fire Marshal and the North Carolina Department of Insurance.  The Fire Department 

shall provide workers’ compensation insurance coverage applicable to all Fire Department personnel, 

regardless of status, at least to the extent required by law.  The Fire Department shall furnish Fire 

Services without charge to all persons and property located in the District.  Funds shall not be used 

for salaries except to the extent budgeted by the County for that fiscal year. 
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5. Funds shall not be used for the subcontracting of Fire Services, unless:  (1) there is an 

area (the “Subcontracted Area”) within the District which is in a fire insurance district served by 

another fire department (the “Alternate Fire Department”), (2) the Alternate Fire Department agrees 

to serve the Subcontracted Area in exchange for the funds collected from the District Tax for the 

Subcontracted Area, (3) the written proposal for the subcontracting of such service, approved by the 

Governing Boards of the Fire Department and Alternate Fire Department,  is submitted to the County 

Manager in writing no later than March 1 for service to begin July 1 of that same year, and (4) the 

Board of Commissioners, in its sole discretion as to approval or denial, approves such proposal.   

6. All funds paid to the Fire Department by the County shall be used exclusively to 

provide Fire Services within the District, except for services provided for mutual aid responses. 

7. The County may inspect all the books and records of the Fire Department at any time 

it shall desire.  The Fire Department shall further provide such additional information as the County 

may reasonably request from time to time.  The Fire Department agrees that it will supply such 

records, information or verification relating to expenditures of the funds or the operations of the Fire 

Department as may reasonably be requested by the County, including but not limited to service 

records and reports, rosters, corporation documents, lists of officers and board members.  The Fire 

Department shall maintain a written accounting system which provides adequate documentation of 

all of its receipts and disbursements including those related to the funds subject to this agreement.  

The Fire Department further agrees to subject itself to the provisions of Article 33C of Chapter 143 

of the North Carolina General Statutes, entitled “Meetings of Public Bodies,” to the same extent as 

the County. 

8. The Fire Department shall have an audit report performed annually by a certified 

public accountant of all its funds, and as soon as such auditor’s report becomes available to the Fire 

Department, but no later than six months following the close of each fiscal year, a copy shall be 

submitted to the County Chief Financial Officer and the County Fire Marshal. 
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9. In the event of the termination of this agreement, the discontinuance of the Fire 

Department providing Fire Services within the District, the dissolution or merger of the Fire 

Department, or the Fire Department’s failure to continue to render the Fire Services to the District as 

provided in this agreement, the Fire Department shall convey to the County or to such successor 

organization as the County may designate all of the assets of the Fire Department, subject to any 

liens against said property, to be used for providing fire protection and ambulance and rescue 

services within the District or as otherwise provided by law. 

10. The Fire Department shall use the funds subject to this agreement in accordance with 

the annual Budget of the funds, which is approved and adopted by the Board of Commissioners, 

which budget is incorporated automatically herein by reference each year.  No change or alteration in 

the amount of the total Budget, with the exception of changes due to the receipt of funds from parties 

other than the County or the District, may be made without the express approval of the Board of 

Commissioners.  The Budget detail may be amended with the approval of the County Manager, 

within the funds made available by this agreement.  The Fire Department shall discharge its 

obligations hereunder in a timely manner. 

11. The Fire Department shall use its best efforts to maintain its current rating or better 

with the North Carolina Department of Insurance and shall maintain its present nonprofit corporation 

status pursuant to Chapter 55A of the North Carolina General Statutes.  The Fire Department shall 

continuously comply with all applicable laws, ordinances, and regulations.  The bylaws of the Fire 

Department shall have reasonable provisions enabling citizens of the District to participate in the 

affairs of the Fire Department.  Any changes to the bylaws or articles of incorporation shall be 

forwarded to the County within 10 days of the change. 

12. The term “Capital Property” is defined as any land, building, structure, or fire 

apparatus, as defined by NFPA 1901 (2016 ed.), with value in excess of $10,000.  The Fire 

Department shall not purchase, lease, construct, design, finance, mortgage, or enter into any contract 
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for the acquisition or disposition of Capital Property, until after (1) the Fire Department has 

submitted a written proposal for such transaction involving Capital Property to the Board of 

Commissioners, and (2) the Board of Commissioners, in its sole discretion as to approval or denial, 

has approved such Capital Property transaction.  With the exception of an emergency, the approval of 

all such Capital Property transactions shall be included in the Board of Commissioners’ annual 

approval of the budget for the Fire Department. 

13. Pursuant to federal and state law, the Governing Board of the Fire Department is an 

independent board overseeing the operation of the Fire Department and setting its strategy and 

direction.  The Fire Department serves all of the citizens in its District, and its Governing Board 

should represent the diverse interests, experience, and expertise of its community members.  The 

Governing Board of the Fire Department shall consist of at least seven voting members. By July 1, 

2023 no more than forty-nine percent of such board members may be volunteer firefighters serving 

the Fire Department.  No employee of the Fire Department may serve as a member of the Governing 

Board, with the exception that the Fire Department Chief may serve ex officio as a nonvoting 

member.  For the purposes of this Section, firefighters receiving no more than $5,000 annually from 

the Fire Department shall be considered volunteer firefighters and shall not be considered Fire 

Department employees. 

14. This agreement shall become effective January 1, 2021, and, subject to the continued 

legal existence of the District, shall continue from fiscal year to fiscal year in accordance with the 

annual Budget adopted by the Forsyth County Board of Commissioners for providing Fire Services 

within the District to the extent that funds are appropriated to continue this agreement.  

Notwithstanding anything to the contrary herein, in order to ensure that this Agreement is consistent 

with evolving laws and the needs and growth of the County, this Agreement shall terminate no later 

than June 30, 2025. 
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15. This agreement may not be transferred or assigned by the Fire Department without 

the written consent of the County, which may be granted or denied at the sole discretion of the 

County. 
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16. Notice.  All notices permitted or required to be given by one party to the other 

party shall be addressed and delivered in writing as follows: 

 

For the County: 

J. Dudley Watts, Forsyth County Manager 

Forsyth County Government Center 

201 N. Chestnut Street 

Winston-Salem, NC 27101 

 

For the Provider: 

Christina Taylor, President 

Belews Creek Volunteer Fire and Rescue Department, Inc. 

7675 Belews Creek Road 

Belews Creek, NC 27009 

 
17. This Agreement shall be governed by the laws of the North Carolina, except that 

provisions regarding conflict of laws shall not apply.  The venue for any legal proceeding shall 

be in Forsyth County, North Carolina.  This Agreement shall supersede all prior agreements 

between the parties.  No action or failure to act by the County shall constitute a waiver of any of 

its rights or remedies or as approval or acquiescence in a breach thereunder, except as may be 

specifically agreed in writing.  This agreement is intended for the benefit of the County and the 

Fire Department and not for any other party.  If any provision of this Agreement shall be 

unenforceable, the remainder of the Agreement shall be enforceable to the extent allowed by law. 
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IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, the County has caused this instrument to be executed by the 

Chairman of the Board of County Commissioners, attested by the Clerk to the Board of County 

Commissioners, and the County Seal affixed thereto; and the Fire Department has caused this 

instrument to be signed in its name by its President, attested by its Secretary, and its corporate seal 

hereto affixed, all by authorization of its Board of Directors duly given. 

 

FORSYTH COUNTY 

 

      By:_________________________________ 

 Attest:            Chairman-Board of Commissioners 

 

 

_________________________________ 

Clerk to the Board 

 

 (SEAL)     

      Belews Creek Volunteer Fire & Rescue Dept. Inc. 

 

 

Attest: 

By:_________________________________ 

 President      

_____________________________ 

Secretary 

 

(SEAL) 



NORTH CAROLINA )       

   )              AGREEMENT 

FORSYTH COUNTY ) 

 

  

THIS AGREEMENT, made and entered into this the 1st day of January, 2021, by and 

between FORSYTH COUNTY, hereinafter referred to as the “County,” and The Lewisville 

Volunteer Fire Department, Inc., hereinafter referred to as the “Fire Department”; 

W I T N E S S E T H: 

 WHEREAS N.C.G.S. §153A-233 provides that counties may provide for fire protection in a 

fire protection district by contracting with any incorporated volunteer fire department; 

 WHEREAS Chapter 159 of the North Carolina General Statutes provides that the county 

budget ordinance may be in any form that the board of county commissioners of any county deems 

most efficient in enabling it to make the fiscal policy decisions embodied therein and provides for a 

separate fund (the “District Fund”) for each special district whose taxes are collected by the county; 

 WHEREAS the Fire Department is a nonprofit corporation organized and authorized to 

furnish fire protection, rescue services, and related services (“Fire Services”) to the citizens of its 

district; 

 WHEREAS, under the terms of this agreement, the Fire Department will provide Fire 

Services to the area of a rural fire protection district created under the provisions of Article 3A of 

Chapter 69 and Article 16 of Chapter 153A of the North Carolina General Statutes known as the 

Lewisville Rural Fire Protection District and the West Bend Service District (collectively, the 

“District”); 

 WHEREAS Forsyth County will levy and collect a special tax (the “District Tax”) and will 

be responsible for appropriating the funds derived therefrom for Fire Services in the District; and 

 WHEREAS the County and the Fire Department desire to enter into this agreement for the 

Fire Department to furnish Fire Services within the District; 
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 NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the premises and of other good and valuable 

considerations, the parties hereto contract and agree as follows: 

 1. Forsyth County agrees that it will provide funds from the District Tax which is levied 

in such amount as the Forsyth County Board of Commissioners (the “Board of Commissioners”) may 

deem necessary from year to year in the District.  The County will collect the funds from the District 

as may be levied as provided by law.  For each fiscal year, the funds estimated to be provided from 

the District shall be based on the needs projected in the budget estimate jointly submitted by the Fire 

Department and the County Manager to the Board of Commissioners and approved by and deemed 

necessary by the Board of Commissioners for furnishing Fire Services within the District. 

2. The County shall maintain the District Fund to hold funds collected as a result of the 

District Tax. 

3. The funds collected from the District Tax shall be paid to the Fire Department as 

agreed to by the Fire Department and the Forsyth County Manager.  Payments shall not exceed the 

net amount of funds collected, after deducting expenses of collection, from the District Tax and shall 

not exceed the amount budgeted by the Board of Commissioners in the particular fiscal year for Fire 

Services within the District. 

4. The Fire Department shall furnish adequate Fire Services within the District and shall 

provide the equipment, personnel, water, and all other resources necessary for furnishing Fire 

Services in the District.  The services shall be in accordance with minimum standards set forth by the 

Forsyth County Fire Marshal and the North Carolina Department of Insurance.  The Fire Department 

shall provide workers’ compensation insurance coverage applicable to all Fire Department personnel, 

regardless of status, at least to the extent required by law.  The Fire Department shall furnish Fire 

Services without charge to all persons and property located in the District.  Funds from the District 

Tax shall not be used for salaries except to the extent budgeted by the County for that fiscal year. 
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5. Funds shall not be used for the subcontracting of Fire Services, unless:  (1) there is an 

area (the “Subcontracted Area”) within the District which is in a fire insurance district served by 

another fire department (the “Alternate Fire Department”), (2) the Alternate Fire Department agrees 

to serve the Subcontracted Area in exchange for the funds collected from the District Tax for the 

Subcontracted Area, (3) the written proposal for the subcontracting of such service, approved by the 

Governing Boards of the Fire Department and Alternate Fire Department,  is submitted to the County 

Manager in writing no later than March 1 for service to begin July 1 of that same year, and (4) the 

Board of Commissioners, in its sole discretion as to approval or denial, approves such proposal.   

6. All funds paid to the Fire Department by the County shall be used exclusively to 

provide Fire Services within the District, except for services provided for mutual aid responses, 

missions assigned by either North Carolina Emergency Management or the North Carolina Office of 

State Fire Marshal, or for training of firefighters. 

7. The County may inspect all the books and records of the Fire Department at any time 

during normal business hours.  The Fire Department shall further provide such additional information 

as the County may reasonably request from time to time.  The Fire Department agrees that it will 

supply such records, information or verification relating to expenditures of the funds or the 

operations of the Fire Department as may reasonably be requested by the County, including but not 

limited to service records and reports, rosters, corporation documents, lists of officers and board 

members.  The Fire Department shall maintain a written accounting system which provides adequate 

documentation of all of its receipts and disbursements including those related to the funds subject to 

this agreement.  The Fire Department further agrees to subject itself to the provisions of Article 33C 

of Chapter 143 of the North Carolina General Statutes, entitled “Meetings of Public Bodies,” to the 

same extent as the County. 

8. The Fire Department shall have an audit report performed annually by a certified 

public accountant of all its funds, and as soon as such auditor’s report becomes available to the Fire 
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Department, but no later than six months following the close of each fiscal year, a copy shall be 

submitted to the County Chief Financial Officer and the County Fire Marshal. 

9. In the event of the termination of this agreement without a new agreement in effect 

for the Fire Department to provide Fire Services to the District, the discontinuance of the Fire 

Department providing Fire Services within the District, the dissolution or merger of the Fire 

Department, or the Fire Department’s failure to continue to render the Fire Services to the District as 

provided in this agreement, the Fire Department shall convey to the County or to such successor 

organization as the County may designate all of the assets of the Fire Department, subject to any 

liens against said property, to be used for providing equivalent fire protection and ambulance and 

rescue services within the District or as otherwise provided by law. 

10. The Fire Department shall use the funds subject to this agreement in accordance with 

the annual Budget of the funds, which is approved and adopted by the Board of Commissioners, 

which budget is incorporated automatically herein by reference each year.  No change or alteration in 

the amount of the total Budget, unless such change results from grants or revenue from sources other 

than the County or the District Tax, may be made without the express approval of the Board of 

Commissioners.  The Budget detail may be amended with the approval of the County Manager, 

within the funds made available by this agreement.  The Fire Department shall discharge its 

obligations hereunder in a timely manner. 

11. The Fire Department shall use its best efforts to maintain its current rating or better 

with the North Carolina Department of Insurance and shall maintain its nonprofit corporation status 

pursuant to Chapter 55A of the North Carolina General Statutes.  The Fire Department shall 

continuously comply with all applicable laws, ordinances, and regulations.  The bylaws of the Fire 

Department shall have reasonable provisions enabling citizens of the District to participate in the 

affairs of the Fire Department.  Any changes to the bylaws or articles of incorporation shall be 

forwarded to the County within 10 days of the change. 
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12. The term “Capital Property” is defined as any land, building, structure, or fire 

apparatus, as defined by NFPA 1901 (2016 ed.), with value in excess of $10,000.  The Fire 

Department shall not purchase, lease, construct, design, finance, mortgage, or enter into any contract 

for the acquisition or disposition of Capital Property, until after (1) the Fire Department has 

submitted a written proposal for such transaction involving Capital Property to the Board of 

Commissioners, and (2) the Board of Commissioners, in its sole discretion as to approval or denial, 

has approved such Capital Property transaction.  With the exception of an emergency, the approval of 

all such Capital Property transactions shall be included in the Board of Commissioners’ annual 

approval of the budget for the Fire Department. 

13. Pursuant to federal and state law, the Governing Board of the Fire Department is an 

independent board overseeing the operation of the Fire Department and setting its strategy and 

direction.  The Fire Department serves all of the citizens in its District, and its Governing Board 

should represent the diverse interests, experience, and expertise of its community members.  The 

Governing Board of the Fire Department shall consist of at least seven voting members.  By July 1, 

2023, no more than forty-nine percent of such board members may be volunteer firefighters serving 

the Fire Department.  No employee of the Fire Department may serve as a member of the Governing 

Board, with the exception that the Fire Department Chief may serve ex officio as a nonvoting 

member.  For the purposes of this Section, firefighters receiving no more than $5,000 annually from 

the Fire Department shall be considered volunteer firefighters and shall not be considered Fire 

Department employees. 

14. This agreement shall become effective January 1, 2021, and, subject to the continued 

legal existence of the District, shall continue from fiscal year to fiscal year in accordance with the 

annual Budget adopted by the Forsyth County Board of Commissioners for providing Fire Services 

within the District to the extent that funds are appropriated to continue this agreement.  

Notwithstanding anything to the contrary herein, in order to ensure that this Agreement is consistent 
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with evolving laws and the needs and growth of the County, this Agreement shall terminate no later 

than June 30, 2024. 

15. This agreement may not be transferred or assigned by the Fire Department without 

the written consent of the County, which may be granted or denied at the sole discretion of the 

County. 

 

16. Notice.  All notices permitted or required to be given by one party to the other 

party shall be addressed and delivered in writing as follows: 

 

For the County: 

J. Dudley Watts, Forsyth County Manager 

Forsyth County Government Center 

201 N. Chestnut Street 

Winston-Salem, NC 27101 

 

For the Provider: 

Cliff Lewis, President 

The Lewisville Volunteer Fire Department, Inc. 

216 Lewisville-Clemmons Road 

Lewisville, NC  27023 

 
17. This Agreement shall be governed by the laws of the North Carolina, except that 

provisions regarding conflict of laws shall not apply.  The venue for any legal proceeding shall 

be in Forsyth County, North Carolina.  This Agreement shall supersede all prior agreements 

between the parties.  No action or failure to act by the County or the Fire Department shall 

constitute a waiver of any of its rights or remedies or as approval or acquiescence in a breach 

thereunder, except as may be specifically agreed in writing.  This agreement is intended for the 

benefit of the County and the Fire Department and not for any other party.  If any provision of 

this Agreement shall be unenforceable, the remainder of the Agreement shall be enforceable to 

the extent allowed by law. 
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IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, the County has caused this instrument to be executed by the 

Chairman of the Board of County Commissioners, attested by the Clerk to the Board of County 

Commissioners, and the County Seal affixed thereto; and the Fire Department has caused this 

instrument to be signed in its name by its President, attested by its Secretary, and its corporate seal 

hereto affixed, all by authorization of its Board of Directors duly given. 

 

FORSYTH COUNTY 

 

      By:_________________________________ 

 Attest:            Chairman-Board of Commissioners 

 

 

_________________________________ 

Clerk to the Board 

 

 (SEAL)     

THE LEWISVILLE VOLUNTEER  

FIRE DEPARTMENT, INC. 

 

 

Attest: 

By:_________________________________ 

 President      

_____________________________ 

Secretary 

 

(SEAL) 



NORTH CAROLINA )       

   )              AGREEMENT 

FORSYTH COUNTY ) 

 

  

THIS AGREEMENT, made and entered into this the 1st day of January, 2021, by and 

between FORSYTH COUNTY, hereinafter referred to as the “County”, and the THE PINEY 

GROVE VOLUNTEER FIRE AND RESCUE DEPT. INC, hereinafter referred to as the “Fire 

Department”; 

W I T N E S S E T H: 

 WHEREAS N.C.G.S. §153A-233 provides that counties may provide for fire protection in a 

fire protection district by contracting with any incorporated volunteer fire department; 

 WHEREAS Chapter 159 of the North Carolina General Statutes provides that the county 

budget ordinance may be in any form that the board of county commissioners of any county deems 

most efficient in enabling it to make the fiscal policy decisions embodied therein and provides for a 

separate fund (the “District Fund”) for each special district whose taxes are collected by the county; 

 WHEREAS the Fire Department is a nonprofit corporation organized and authorized to 

furnish fire protection and ambulance and rescue services (“Fire Services”) to the citizens of its 

district; 

 WHEREAS, under the terms of this agreement, the Fire Department will provide Fire 

Services to the area of a rural fire protection district created under the provisions of Article 3A of 

Chapter 69 of the North Carolina General Statutes known as the Piney Grove Fire Protection District 

(the “District”); 

 WHEREAS Forsyth County will levy and collect a special tax (the “District Tax”) and will 

be responsible for appropriating the funds derived therefrom for Fire Services in the District; and 

 WHEREAS the County and the Fire Department desire to enter into this agreement for the 

Fire Department to furnish Fire Services within the District; 



 2 

 NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the premises and of other good and valuable 

considerations, the parties hereto contract and agree as follows: 

 1. Forsyth County agrees that it will provide funds from the District Tax which is levied 

in such amount as the Forsyth County Board of Commissioners (the “Board of Commissioners”) may 

deem necessary from year to year in the District.  The County will collect the funds from the District 

as may be levied as provided by law.  For each fiscal year, the funds estimated to be provided from 

the District shall be based on the needs projected in the budget estimate jointly submitted by the Fire 

Department and the County Manager to the Board of Commissioners and approved by and deemed 

necessary by the Board of Commissioners for furnishing Fire Services within the District. 

2. The County shall maintain the District Fund to hold funds collected as a result of the 

District Tax. 

3. The funds collected from the District Tax shall be paid to the Fire Department as 

agreed to by the Fire Department and the Forsyth County Manager.  Payments shall not exceed the 

net amount of funds collected, after deducting expenses of collection, from the District Tax and shall 

not exceed the amount budgeted by the Board of Commissioners in the particular fiscal year for Fire 

Services within the District. 

4. The Fire Department shall furnish adequate Fire Services within the District and shall 

provide the equipment, personnel, water, and all other resources necessary for furnishing Fire 

Services in the District.  The services shall be in accordance with minimum standards set forth by the 

Forsyth County Fire Marshal and the North Carolina Department of Insurance.  The Fire Department 

shall provide workers’ compensation insurance coverage applicable to all Fire Department personnel, 

regardless of status, at least to the extent required by law.  The Fire Department shall furnish Fire 

Services without charge to all persons and property located in the District.  Funds shall not be used 

for salaries except to the extent budgeted by the County for that fiscal year. 
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5. Funds shall not be used for the subcontracting of Fire Services, unless:  (1) there is an 

area (the “Subcontracted Area”) within the District which is in a fire insurance district served by 

another fire department (the “Alternate Fire Department”), (2) the Alternate Fire Department agrees 

to serve the Subcontracted Area in exchange for the funds collected from the District Tax for the 

Subcontracted Area, (3) the written proposal for the subcontracting of such service, approved by the 

Governing Boards of the Fire Department and Alternate Fire Department,  is submitted to the County 

Manager in writing no later than March 1 for service to begin July 1 of that same year, and (4) the 

Board of Commissioners, in its sole discretion as to approval or denial, approves such proposal.   

6. All funds paid to the Fire Department by the County shall be used exclusively to 

provide Fire Services within the District, except for services provided for mutual aid responses. 

7. The County may inspect all the books and records of the Fire Department at any time 

it shall desire.  The Fire Department shall further provide such additional information as the County 

may reasonably request from time to time.  The Fire Department agrees that it will supply such 

records, information or verification relating to expenditures of the funds or the operations of the Fire 

Department as may reasonably be requested by the County, including but not limited to service 

records and reports, rosters, corporation documents, lists of officers and board members.  The Fire 

Department shall maintain a written accounting system which provides adequate documentation of 

all of its receipts and disbursements including those related to the funds subject to this agreement.  

The Fire Department further agrees to subject itself to the provisions of Article 33C of Chapter 143 

of the North Carolina General Statutes, entitled “Meetings of Public Bodies,” to the same extent as 

the County. 

8. The Fire Department shall have an audit report performed annually by a certified 

public accountant of all its funds, and as soon as such auditor’s report becomes available to the Fire 

Department, but no later than six months following the close of each fiscal year, a copy shall be 

submitted to the County Chief Financial Officer and the County Fire Marshal. 
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9. In the event of the termination of this agreement, the discontinuance of the Fire 

Department providing Fire Services within the District, the dissolution or merger of the Fire 

Department, or the Fire Department’s failure to continue to render the Fire Services to the District as 

provided in this agreement, the Fire Department shall convey to the County or to such successor 

organization as the County may designate all of the assets of the Fire Department, subject to any 

liens against said property, to be used for providing fire protection and ambulance and rescue 

services within the District or as otherwise provided by law. 

10. The Fire Department shall use the funds subject to this agreement in accordance with 

the annual Budget of the funds, which is approved and adopted by the Board of Commissioners, 

which budget is incorporated automatically herein by reference each year.  No change or alteration in 

the amount of the total Budget, with the exception of changes due to the receipt of funds from parties 

other than the County or the District, may be made without the express approval of the Board of 

Commissioners.  The Budget detail may be amended with the approval of the County Manager, 

within the funds made available by this agreement.  The Fire Department shall discharge its 

obligations hereunder in a timely manner. 

11. The Fire Department shall use its best efforts to maintain its current rating or better 

with the North Carolina Department of Insurance and shall maintain its present nonprofit corporation 

status pursuant to Chapter 55A of the North Carolina General Statutes.  The Fire Department shall 

continuously comply with all applicable laws, ordinances, and regulations.  The bylaws of the Fire 

Department shall have reasonable provisions enabling citizens of the District to participate in the 

affairs of the Fire Department.  Any changes to the bylaws or articles of incorporation shall be 

forwarded to the County within 10 days of the change. 

12. The term “Capital Property” is defined as any land, building, structure, or fire 

apparatus, as defined by NFPA 1901 (2016 ed.), with value in excess of $10,000.  The Fire 

Department shall not purchase, lease, construct, design, finance, mortgage, or enter into any contract 
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for the acquisition or disposition of Capital Property, until after (1) the Fire Department has 

submitted a written proposal for such transaction involving Capital Property to the Board of 

Commissioners, and (2) the Board of Commissioners, in its sole discretion as to approval or denial, 

has approved such Capital Property transaction.  With the exception of an emergency, the approval of 

all such Capital Property transactions shall be included in the Board of Commissioners’ annual 

approval of the budget for the Fire Department. 

13. Pursuant to federal and state law, the Governing Board of the Fire Department is an 

independent board overseeing the operation of the Fire Department and setting its strategy and 

direction.  The Fire Department serves all of the citizens in its District, and its Governing Board 

should represent the diverse interests, experience, and expertise of its community members.  The 

Governing Board of the Fire Department shall consist of at least seven voting members.  By July 1, 

2023, no more than forty-nine percent of such board members may be volunteer firefighters serving 

the Fire Department.  No employee or paid contractor of the Fire Department may serve as a member 

of the Governing Board, with the exception that the Fire Department Chief may serve ex officio as a 

nonvoting member.  For the purposes of this Section, firefighters receiving no more than $5,000 

annually from the Fire Department shall be considered volunteer firefighters and shall not be 

considered Fire Department employees. 

14. This agreement shall become effective January 1, 2019, and, subject to the continued 

legal existence of the District, shall continue from fiscal year to fiscal year in accordance with the 

annual Budget adopted by the Forsyth County Board of Commissioners for providing Fire Services 

within the District to the extent that funds are appropriated to continue this agreement.  

Notwithstanding anything to the contrary herein, in order to ensure that this Agreement is consistent 

with evolving laws and the needs and growth of the County, this Agreement shall terminate no later 

than June 30, 2024. 
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15. This agreement may not be transferred or assigned by the Fire Department without 

the written consent of the County, which may be granted or denied at the sole discretion of the 

County. 
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16. Notice.  All notices permitted or required to be given by one party to the other 

party shall be addressed and delivered in writing as follows: 

 

For the County: 

J. Dudley Watts, County Manager 

Forsyth County Government Center 

201 N. Chestnut Street 

Winston-Salem, NC 27101 

 

For the Provider: 

Jamie Mabe, President 

The Piney Grove Volunteer Fire & Rescue Department, Inc. 

7525 Vance Road 

Kernersville, NC 27284 

 
17. This Agreement shall be governed by the laws of the North Carolina, except that 

provisions regarding conflict of laws shall not apply.  The venue for any legal proceeding shall 

be in Forsyth County, North Carolina.  This Agreement shall supersede all prior agreements 

between the parties.  No action or failure to act by the County shall constitute a waiver of any of 

its rights or remedies or as approval or acquiescence in a breach thereunder, except as may be 

specifically agreed in writing.  This agreement is intended for the benefit of the County and the 

Fire Department and not for any other party.  If any provision of this Agreement shall be 

unenforceable, the remainder of the Agreement shall be enforceable to the extent allowed by law. 
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IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, the County has caused this instrument to be executed by the 

Chairman of the Board of County Commissioners, attested by the Clerk to the Board of County 

Commissioners, and the County Seal affixed thereto; and the Fire Department has caused this 

instrument to be signed in its name by its President, attested by its Secretary, and its corporate seal 

hereto affixed, all by authorization of its Board of Directors duly given. 

 

FORSYTH COUNTY 

 

      By:_________________________________ 

 Attest:            Chairman-Board of Commissioners 

 

 

_________________________________ 

Clerk to the Board 

 

 (SEAL)     

The Piney Grove Volunteer Fire & Rescue 

Department, Inc. 
 

 

 

Attest: 

By:_________________________________ 

 President      

_____________________________ 

Secretary 

 

(SEAL) 



NORTH CAROLINA )       

   )              AGREEMENT 

FORSYTH COUNTY ) 

 

  

THIS AGREEMENT, made and entered into this the 1st day of January, 2021, by and 

between FORSYTH COUNTY, hereinafter referred to as the “County,” and UNION CROSS FIRE-

RESCUE OF FORSYTH COUNTY, INC, hereinafter referred to as the “Fire Department”; 

W I T N E S S E T H: 

 WHEREAS N.C.G.S. §153A-233 provides that counties may provide for fire protection in a 

fire protection district by contracting with any incorporated volunteer fire department; 

 WHEREAS Chapter 159 of the North Carolina General Statutes provides that the county 

budget ordinance may be in any form that the board of county commissioners of any county deems 

most efficient in enabling it to make the fiscal policy decisions embodied therein and provides for a 

separate fund (the “District Fund”) for each special district whose taxes are collected by the county; 

 WHEREAS the Fire Department is a nonprofit corporation organized and authorized to 

furnish fire protection and ambulance and rescue services (“Fire Services”) to the citizens of its 

district; 

 WHEREAS, under the terms of this agreement, the Fire Department will provide Fire 

Services to the area of a rural fire protection district created under the provisions of Article 3A of 

Chapter 69 of the North Carolina General Statutes known as the Union Cross Fire Protection District 

and assigned portions of the Triangle Fire Protection District (collectively the “District”); 

 WHEREAS Forsyth County will levy and collect a special tax (the “District Tax”) and will 

be responsible for appropriating the funds derived therefrom for Fire Services in the District; and 

 WHEREAS the County and the Fire Department desire to enter into this agreement for the 

Fire Department to furnish Fire Services within the District; 
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 NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the premises and of other good and valuable 

considerations, the parties hereto contract and agree as follows: 

 1. Forsyth County agrees that it will provide funds from the District Tax which is levied 

in such amount as the Forsyth County Board of Commissioners (the “Board of Commissioners”) may 

deem necessary from year to year in the District.  The County will collect the funds from the District 

as may be levied as provided by law.  For each fiscal year, the funds estimated to be provided from 

the District shall be based on the needs projected in the budget estimate jointly submitted by the Fire 

Department and the County Manager to the Board of Commissioners and approved by and deemed 

necessary by the Board of Commissioners for furnishing Fire Services within the District. 

2. The County shall maintain the District Fund to hold funds collected as a result of the 

District Tax. 

3. The funds collected from the District Tax shall be paid to the Fire Department as 

agreed to by the Fire Department and the Forsyth County Manager.  Payments shall not exceed the 

net amount of funds collected, after deducting expenses of collection, from the District Tax and shall 

not exceed the amount budgeted by the Board of Commissioners in the particular fiscal year for Fire 

Services within the District. 

4. The Fire Department shall furnish adequate Fire Services within the District and shall 

provide the equipment, personnel, water, and all other resources necessary for furnishing Fire 

Services in the District.  The services shall be in accordance with minimum standards set forth by the 

Forsyth County Fire Marshal and the North Carolina Department of Insurance.  The Fire Department 

shall provide workers’ compensation insurance coverage applicable to all Fire Department personnel, 

regardless of status, at least to the extent required by law.  The Fire Department shall furnish Fire 

Services without charge to all persons and property located in the District.  Funds shall not be used 

for salaries except to the extent budgeted by the County for that fiscal year. 
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5. Funds shall not be used for the subcontracting of Fire Services, unless:  (1) there is an 

area (the “Subcontracted Area”) within the District which is in a fire insurance district served by 

another fire department (the “Alternate Fire Department”), (2) the Alternate Fire Department agrees 

to serve the Subcontracted Area in exchange for the funds collected from the District Tax for the 

Subcontracted Area, (3) the written proposal for the subcontracting of such service, approved by the 

Governing Boards of the Fire Department and Alternate Fire Department,  is submitted to the County 

Manager in writing no later than March 1 for service to begin July 1 of that same year, and (4) the 

Board of Commissioners, in its sole discretion as to approval or denial, approves such proposal.   

6. All funds paid to the Fire Department by the County shall be used exclusively to 

provide Fire Services within the District, except for services provided for mutual aid responses. 

7. The County may inspect all the books and records of the Fire Department at any time 

it shall desire.  The Fire Department shall further provide such additional information as the County 

may reasonably request from time to time.  The Fire Department agrees that it will supply such 

records, information or verification relating to expenditures of the funds or the operations of the Fire 

Department as may reasonably be requested by the County, including but not limited to service 

records and reports, rosters, corporation documents, lists of officers and board members.  The Fire 

Department shall maintain a written accounting system which provides adequate documentation of 

all of its receipts and disbursements including those related to the funds subject to this agreement.  

The Fire Department further agrees to subject itself to the provisions of Article 33C of Chapter 143 

of the North Carolina General Statutes, entitled “Meetings of Public Bodies,” to the same extent as 

the County. 

8. The Fire Department shall have an audit report performed annually by a certified 

public accountant of all its funds, and as soon as such auditor’s report becomes available to the Fire 

Department, but no later than six months following the close of each fiscal year, a copy shall be 

submitted to the County Chief Financial Officer and the County Fire Marshal. 
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9. In the event of the termination of this agreement, the discontinuance of the Fire 

Department providing Fire Services within the District, the dissolution or merger of the Fire 

Department, or the Fire Department’s failure to continue to render the Fire Services to the District as 

provided in this agreement, the Fire Department shall convey to the County or to such successor 

organization as the County may designate all of the assets of the Fire Department, subject to any 

liens against said property, to be used for providing fire protection and ambulance and rescue 

services within the District or as otherwise provided by law. 

10. The Fire Department shall use the funds subject to this agreement in accordance with 

the annual Budget of the funds, which is approved and adopted by the Board of Commissioners, 

which budget is incorporated automatically herein by reference each year.  No change or alteration in 

the amount of the total Budget, with the exception of changes due to the receipt of funds from parties 

other than the County or the District, may be made without the express approval of the Board of 

Commissioners.  The Budget detail may be amended with the approval of the County Manager, 

within the funds made available by this agreement.  The Fire Department shall discharge its 

obligations hereunder in a timely manner. 

11. The Fire Department shall use its best efforts to maintain its current rating or better 

with the North Carolina Department of Insurance and shall maintain its present nonprofit corporation 

status pursuant to Chapter 55A of the North Carolina General Statutes.  The Fire Department shall 

continuously comply with all applicable laws, ordinances, and regulations.  The bylaws of the Fire 

Department shall have reasonable provisions enabling citizens of the District to participate in the 

affairs of the Fire Department.  Any changes to the bylaws or articles of incorporation shall be 

forwarded to the County within 10 days of the change. 

12. The term “Capital Property” is defined as any land, building, structure, or fire 

apparatus, as defined by NFPA 1901 (2016 ed.), with value in excess of $10,000.  The Fire 

Department shall not purchase, lease, construct, design, finance, mortgage, or enter into any contract 
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for the acquisition or disposition of Capital Property, until after (1) the Fire Department has 

submitted a written proposal for such transaction involving Capital Property to the Board of 

Commissioners, and (2) the Board of Commissioners, in its sole discretion as to approval or denial, 

has approved such Capital Property transaction.  With the exception of an emergency, the approval of 

all such Capital Property transactions shall be included in the Board of Commissioners’ annual 

approval of the budget for the Fire Department. 

13. Pursuant to federal and state law, the Governing Board of the Fire Department is an 

independent board overseeing the operation of the Fire Department and setting its strategy and 

direction.  The Fire Department serves all of the citizens in its District, and its Governing Board 

should represent the diverse interests, experience, and expertise of its community members.  The 

Governing Board of the Fire Department shall consist of at least seven voting members.  By July 1, 

2023, no more than forty-nine percent of such board members may be volunteer firefighters serving 

the Fire Department.  No employee of the Fire Department may serve as a member of the Governing 

Board, with the exception that the Fire Department Chief may serve ex officio as a nonvoting 

member.  For the purposes of this Section, firefighters receiving no more than $5,000 annually from 

the Fire Department shall be considered volunteer firefighters and shall not be considered Fire 

Department employees. 

14. This agreement shall become effective January 1, 2021, and, subject to the continued 

legal existence of the District, shall continue from fiscal year to fiscal year in accordance with the 

annual Budget adopted by the Forsyth County Board of Commissioners for providing Fire Services 

within the District to the extent that funds are appropriated to continue this agreement.  

Notwithstanding anything to the contrary herein, in order to ensure that this Agreement is consistent 

with evolving laws and the needs and growth of the County, this Agreement shall terminate no later 

than June 30, 2025. 
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15. This agreement may not be transferred or assigned by the Fire Department without 

the written consent of the County, which may be granted or denied at the sole discretion of the 

County. 
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16. Notice.  All notices permitted or required to be given by one party to the other 

party shall be addressed and delivered in writing as follows: 

 

For the County: 

J. Dudley Watts, Forsyth County Manager 

Forsyth County Government Center 

201 N. Chestnut Street 

Winston-Salem, NC 27101 

 

For the Provider: 

Tanner Boyles, President 

Union Cross Fire-Rescue of Forsyth County, Inc. 

4401 High Point Road 

Kernersville, NC 27284 

 
17. This Agreement shall be governed by the laws of the North Carolina, except that 

provisions regarding conflict of laws shall not apply.  The venue for any legal proceeding shall 

be in Forsyth County, North Carolina.  This Agreement shall supersede all prior agreements 

between the parties.  No action or failure to act by the County shall constitute a waiver of any of 

its rights or remedies or as approval or acquiescence in a breach thereunder, except as may be 

specifically agreed in writing.  This agreement is intended for the benefit of the County and the 

Fire Department and not for any other party.  If any provision of this Agreement shall be 

unenforceable, the remainder of the Agreement shall be enforceable to the extent allowed by law. 
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IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, the County has caused this instrument to be executed by the 

Chairman of the Board of County Commissioners, attested by the Clerk to the Board of County 

Commissioners, and the County Seal affixed thereto; and the Fire Department has caused this 

instrument to be signed in its name by its President, attested by its Secretary, and its corporate seal 

hereto affixed, all by authorization of its Board of Directors duly given. 

 

FORSYTH COUNTY 

 

      By:_________________________________ 

 Attest:            Chairman-Board of Commissioners 

 

 

_________________________________ 

Clerk to the Board 

 

 (SEAL)     

UNION CROSS FIRE-RESCUE OF FORSYTH 

COUNTY, Inc. 

 

 

Attest: 

By:_________________________________ 

 President      

_____________________________ 

Secretary 

 

(SEAL) 


